
CONCEPT 

THE EMBRACE
by a Winged Pebble

LEVEL ONE

Concept Sketch

Wing additions shaped 

by signifi cant surrounding 

artifacts.

LEVEL TWO

Concept Sketch

The original atrium employed 

as the sptial pivot for the new 

scheme.

LEVEL THREE

Concept Sketch

An additional level expressing 

the new digitally integrated 

library.

Defi ned by solid masonry, symmetry and rectilinear planes, the existing Dar Al-Uloum Public library narrates a story 

of both tradition and progress: marking the history of the fi rst public library in the Al Jouf region as well as being the 

fi rst in the Kingdom to have a dedicated Women’s Library. The call for a new library does not renounce the heritage 

of the old but rather encourages the re-engagement of the existing in order to extend the timeless vision of “culti-

vating culture through the promoting of learning and community engagement” to have relevance in the 21st century. 

Such strategy requires the acknowledgement of the old while providing a bold yet integrated expression of the new. 

The proposal for The Embrace was cultivated from three fundamental considerations: the identifi cation of the cen-

tral atrium as a unique spatial characteristic of the original building, the central  position of the library geographical 

and conceptual on site, as well as a desire for a distinct form to express the marking of the library’s new stage of life. 

The site is fi rst analysed through a plan view where both the signifi cance of the central atrium as well as the library’s 

central local in the grand scheme of the site is revealed. It is in plan that a new form is introduced to the scheme: 

an ovoid, skewed in reaction to the signifi cant landmarks surrounding the original library which include the holy 

mosque in the east, the school in the west and the three road arteries. At ground fl oor, this skewed ovoid articulates 

into two, perforated brick wing additions that fl ank the existing library. Buffered by a glazed transitional space, the 

book-ending wings, while subtly distinct from the original building in particulated materiality and bird’s eye formali-

ty, provides a sense of continuity in elevation through the respect of the horizontal axis and natural earthen material. 

Within the wings, the original structural grid continues to dictate the interior of the additions. 

In a more overt contrast to the original building, the level three addition is defi ned by a pebbled form: essentially a 

three dimensional development of the skewed ovoid plan. Hovering at a half metre buffer from the original line of 

the existing roof, the crowning addition hosts the new internet stations, the digital innovation space and the tech 

centre as well as the majority of the stacks and open reading: the architectural expression of a new, digitally inte-

grated library.

Cradled by the fl anking wings and the poised pebble cap, the existing library becomes a nested and enveloped 

jewel within the embrace of the new additions. 
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AERIAL VIEW
Perspective taken from the South-East
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1 | The existing library is located at the

centre of a triangulated site.

4 | The volummetric additions are

shaved in acknowledgement of the

new dictating form of the skewed

ovoid.

7 | The original landscape is enpanded

according to the skewed ovoid plan.

2 | Volummetric additions to provide for the

required programmatic additions - the East

Wing, West Wing and Level Three.

5 | Transitional spaces are slotted between

the original buidling and the east and west

additions. These act as the visible circu-

lation cores as well as respecting buffer

zones between the old and new.

8 | Level three is articulated by a three-di-

mensional expression of the skewed ovoid

plan. The new mass hovers half a meter

above the line of the orignal roof.

6 | The park library is proposed to be con-

verted into the worker’s residence. Volume

is also added to the exisiting auditorium.

9 | The original atrium is given complete

vertical expression. The proposal mass is

complete.

3 | A skewed ovoid is formulated via plan in

reaction to the surrounding buildings and in

order to optimise circulation between these 

entities.

New additions

Transitional space

Pond

CONTEXT AND DEVELOPMENT NEW PROGRAMMATIC / AREA SCHEDULE

TOTAL GROUND LEVEL BUILT-UP AREA TOTAL LANDSCAPING AREATOTAL FLOOR AREA THREE LEVELS

Public Services

2600m2 (existing) + 1825m2 (additional) 6500m210730m2

Work and Lounge Space Media Storage Administration and Storage

THE EMBRACE
by a Winged Pebble

SITE PLAN
1 : 500

KEY
For Site Plan

MASSING DIAGRAMS

Situated at the centre of a triangulated site, the existing library holds a position of centralised knowledge within 

the larger campus of the Abdulrahman Al Sudairy Cultural Centre. Such a pivotal position provides an opportuni-

ty to create connection and cohesion between the diversifi ed buildings of the wider campus both physically and 

conceptually. The redevelopment of the existing library is therefore interpreted, not only as a benefi t for the original 

library, but also as the creation of a dialogue between the surroundings landmarks on site: most notably the holy 

mosque and the school. The formal articulation of this concept is narrated by the following massing diagrams. 

Public

Auditorium 500m2

Entrance Hall 500m2 + Vestibule 50m2

Personal Storage 40m2

Lounge 250m2

Gallery 110m2

Prayer Room 40m2

Cafe 100m2

Retail 45m2

WC 135m2 (45m2 across three levels)

Public

Children’s Library 480m2 (Plus Garden Space)

Classrooms 230m2

Reservable Meeting Rooms 270m2

Teen Zone 165m2

Carrels 300m2

Private Reading Rooms 95m2

Open Reading 230m2

Internet Stations 270m2

Tech Centre 165m2

Digital Innovation Space 165m2

Public

Rare Books Storage 138m2

Periodicals 180m2

Informal Reading Material 275m2

Stacks 1155m2

Public

Offi ces + Storage + Digitization and Pro-

cessing + AC + Kitchen and Lounge + 

Service Points + Server Room 925m2

WC 56m2

Women’s Exclusive

Entrance + Vestibule 56m2

Personal Storage 40m2

Cafe170m2

Prayer Room 80m2

WC 45m2 (22.5m2 across two levels)

Women’s Exclusive

Carrels 95m2

Private Reading Rooms 90m2

Open Reading + Tech Centre + 

Internet Stations 220m2

Women’s Exclusive

Offi ces + Kitchen and Lounge + 

Storage + Service Points 660m2

WC 50m2 (25m2 across two levels)

The complementary site plan at 1:500 scale narrates the expansion of the existing landscaping according to the new 

form of the ovoid plan. Featuring native palm trees and shrubs, the expanding gardens form rings of public oasis in 

the midst of the arid, desert climate in Sakaka. In addition to the expansion of green landscaping, the grand pond 

at the entrance of the original library is also protracted towards the street-front. This gesture will not only extend the 

street presence of the library but also mark the required partition between the women’s only west entrance and the 

public east entrance. Furthermore, the extended pond also frames the original women’s entrance as a pavilion to 

be celebrated as a place for open reading or small congregation. Finally, in order to host additional parking for the 

new library, the ovoid plan veers towards the North-East artery in order to defi ne the entrance for the car-park that 

leads visitors to an underground area for vehicles. 
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LANDSCAPE
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OLD AND NEW

THE EMBRACE
by a Winged Pebble

EXPLODED 

AXONOMETRIC
1 : 200

The new entry for the public is formulated at the South-East corner of the existing library. Originally a ‘men’s only’ entrance, the new public entry 

exposes the South-East corner with a glazed facade. Continuing the rhythmic exterior articulation from the original building, the vertical steel struc-

tures of the new glazed facade aims to create a buffer zone between the old and the new while respecting the characteristic of the existing facade. 

The general strategy of the Embrace aims to explicitly differentiate between old and new through form and ateriality, while creating moments of 

continuation of heritage characteristics of the original buildings: particularly through the structural grid as well as the aforementioned facade artic-

ulation.

PUBLIC AREA - NORTH FACADE
Exterior View from the North

ENTRY VIEW
Exterior View from the South
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LEVEL ONE

THE EMBRACE
by a Winged Pebble

Level one reads as a double-ended horizontal expansion of the original library hosting meeting rooms, classrooms, teen zones and 

children’s library in the east wing while the west wing accommodates the women’s only cafe, prayer room and administration spac-

es. In the original block, the entrance hall pierces from the South-East corner through to the South-West. The central atrium hosts 

open reading as well as the enclosed rare books storage while the north edge of the original building features the gallery, prayer 

room, cafe and retail functions: public programmes that spill into the expansive library gardens. In the far North of the site, the orig-

inal Park Library is converted into the workers residence and connected to the new library through a small transitional space from 

the children’s library. The North of the site also hosts the separate staff entrance with two lifts and a set of stairs. The auditorium is 

also expanded horizontally. 

ATRIUM SPACE
Sunken Level - Looking from East to West

TRANSITIONAL SPACE
East Wing - View looking from South to North

LEVEL ONE
Floor Plan 1 : 200
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